Southwest Colorado Farm-to-School Program
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The Southwest Marketing Network has helped form a working group for Farm to School programs in our area.  The working group has been meeting and is seeking additional participants — producers, educators, parents, nutritionists, students, school food service personnel, and others.

Purpose:  To ensure that our Pre-K through College students consume the highest quality, sustainably produced, culturally appropriate foods from local farms and ranches.

Activities: 

· Getting local food into schools (as single products in a pilot program, as special event local meals, or as an ongoing part of the menu).


· Ensuring nutritious food whatever the source (in school meals, special events, and vending machines).

· Food and agriculture education (nutrition education in the classroom, cooking demos, farm trips, school gardens, etc.).

Our Criteria for Suggesting Foods for Schools:
· As local as possible.

· As healthy as possible.

· Carrying as much information about local agriculture as possible.

Funding has been provided through the Southwest Marketing Network and Healthy Lifestyle La Plata/Livewell Colorado.

To get involved, contact Jim Dyer (contact info below). To learn more, check out the following resources.
Resources

· All Farm to School info, Mesa Verde Guide, the Community Food Assessment, and more is on the website of the Sustainability Alliance (SASCO): www.sustainableSWcolorado.org 

· National Farm to School Program: www.farmtoschool.org
· SWMN — Southwest Marketing Network: www.swmarketingnetwork.org
Jim Dyer, 2727 CR 134, Hesperus, CO 81326 •  970-588-2292,  jadyer@frontier.net
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